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of blood, but they preferred murder by strangling as being safer.     After  the murder the bodies were at once buried, being first  cut  about to  prevent  them  from   swelling  on decomposition, as this might raise the surface of the earth over the grave and so attract attention.     If the ground was too hard they were thrown into a ravine or down one of the shallow irrigation wells which abound in north  India ; and   it was stated that the discovery of a body in one of these wells was so common an occurrence that the cultivators took no notice of it.     If there were people in the vicinity so that it was dangerous to dig the graves in the open air, the  Thugs did not  scruple to  inter the bodies  of victims inside their own tents and to eat their food sitting on the soil above.     For the attack of a horseman three men were always detailed, if practicable, so that one could seize the bridle and the other two pull him out of the saddle and strangle  him;   but if,  as  happened  occasionally,  a  single Thug  managed to  kill  a man on horseback, he obtained a great  reputation, which even  descended to his children. On the other hand, if a strangler was unlucky or clumsy, so that the cloth fell on the victim's head or face, or he got blood   on  his  clothes or  other suspicious signs, and  these accidents recurred, he was known as Bisul, and was excluded from the office of strangler on account of presumed unfitness for the duty.    When it was necessary for some reason to murder a party on the march, some belhas or scouts were sent  on   ahead  to  choose  a bezl or suitable place for the business, and see that no one was coming in the opposite direction ; and when the leader said, ' Wash the cup/ it was a signal for the scouts to go forward for this purpose.     If a traveller had a dog with him the dog was also killed, lest he might stay beside his master's grave and call attention to it.    Another device in case of difficulty was for one of the Thugs to feign * sickness.     The Garru or man who did this   fell  down   on   a  sudden   and  pretended  to  be taken violently   ill.    Some   of his  friends  raised   and   supported him, while others brought water and felt his pulse ; and at last one of them pretended that a charm would restore him. All were then requested to sit down, the pot of water being in  the centre; all were desired to take off their belts, if